
Welcome!



VCC History
! Vaccine Choice Canada (formerly VRAN) continues the work of The

Committee Against Compulsory Vaccination challenged Ontario compulsory
immunization of School Pupils Act in 1982

! Amendment to the Act guarantees an exemption of conscience from any
required vaccine for school aged children

! Help from Members of the Ontario Legislature, the new Charter of Rights and
Freedoms and Clayton Ruby

! The amendment was written into the Act in December, 1984
! Current board & members: Edda West, Nelle Maxey, Ted Kuntz (BC),

Heather Fraser, Rita Hoffman (Ontario) ~ all of whom have experienced
vaccine injury or have vaccine injured children

! Small but dedicated group, the ‘go to’ voice for the media
! Print newsletter to over 600
! Support of long-time members and friends including Heidi & Karl Morley



Canadian Charter of
Rights & Freedoms

! Quick note on the Charter… merci Pierre.
! Charter enacted 1984 replaced the 1960 Bill of Rights
! Inspiration for the Charter originally to help keep Quebec in

the Confederation
! The Canada Act (1982) has two parts: the BNA Act (1867) and

the Constitution Act (1982) -- this last contains the Charter
! Would be very difficult for future governments federal or

provincial to decrease or limit rights because:
– The House of Commons, the Senate, and two-thirds of the

provinces representing over 50% of Canadians must approve any
changes to the Charter or any part of the constitution

! A freedom is a right to live your life without interference
from the government unless you impinge on the
freedoms of others.



Canadian vaccination legislation
! Ontario with exemptions for conscience, religion or medical
! New Brunswick with exemptions for conscience, religion or

medical
! Manitoba (not enforced legislation)
! Other provinces & territories ~ none
! Canadian medical law: informed consent
! … the fundamental right of persons to be free from unwanted

physical interference. Medical care is wrongful and a battery
unless the patient has given consent to it. … Furthermore, the
patient must understand the risks, no matter how statistically
insignificant these may be. When a patient reads, understands,
and signs a written consent to treatment or surgery there is
express consent…” Canadian Medical Law, Introduction for
Physicians, Nurses and Other Health Care Professionals,
Second Edition, 1995 Carswell Thompson Professional
Publishing.



Ontario legislation for school pupils &
day nurseries

! Immunization of School Pupils Act R.S.O.
1990, revised 2013 to include additional
vaccines

! Duty of parent. (1) The parent of a pupil shall
cause the pupil to complete the prescribed
program of immunization in relation to each of
the designated diseases. R.S.O. 1990, c. I.1,
s. 3 … Subsection (1) does not apply to a
parent who has filed a statement of
conscience or religious belief with the
proper medical officer of health. R.S.O.
1990, c. I.1, s. 3

! Ontario Day Nurseries Act has a provision for
legal exemption from vaccination using
Statement of Conscience or Religious Belief
Affidavit 4897-64E contained in the
Immunization of School Pupils Act. This
affidavit must be signed and stamped by a
commissioner of oaths, notary public or a
justice of the peace.



Purposes of VCC
! Vaccine Choice Canada recognizes that vaccines are not

without risk and supports the right of each individual to
adequate disclosure prior to providing consent.

! Vaccination is a medical procedure with known injuries and
risk of injuries (pkg insert, med literature)

! VCC provides information on risks to individuals, media,
journalism students

! Maintain constant presence challenging assumptions
regarding vaccination safety

! Poised to take action should challenge be made to
exemptions, restrictions ie. tying vax to taxes, benefits

! Help balance the narrative:
– Specific vaccine histories PENTA 1994-97
– Point to, reprint research outside mainstream that challenges

safety/efficacy: Dr. S. Humphries, Dr. R. Obomsawin
– Cost is barrier to a Canadian compensation program (cf. US

Childhood Vaccine Injury Act 1986)
– No legal liability assumed by gov’t, doctor nor manufacturer



VCC activities
! Ombudsman complaint: compiled info over 10 years
! Ministry of Health 2014 communications registering

concerns ensuring parents aware of exemptions
! Legal letter to Ont. Chief Medical Health Officer 1999:

“VRAN enlisted the services of Toronto law firm of
Goodman and Carr in an attempt to address our very
serious concern that the Ontario Ministry of Health is failing
in its duty to adequately inform parents and legal guardians
of the availability of exemptions to vaccination for school
entry.”

! Media responses in Feb./March: interviews for CBC radio,
TV, CTV, CityTV, newspapers, magazines across Canada

! FB, twitter, web site with loads of info, exemption form
! Responding to requests for information
! Twice yearly newsletter, Monthly V-bulletin to which one

subscribes



! 2004 Cornwall billboard
included in Ombudsman
complaint

! Vaccination is not
mandatory in Canada



Oh, Canada ~ war of words
! Ont. Minister Hoskins reported

by CBC as ‘reviewing’
exemptions but stated to VCC
no formal review occurring

! Mainstream media polls,
articles, news, interviews ~
largely one sided, risks/injuries
dismissed

! TVO “there are not two sides to
this”

! Alberta Lib leader Swann MD
called for mandatory vax but
rejected by Min. Mandel who
stated “it is a parental decision”
(see comments)

! Brandon Manitoba school
board trustee resolution for all
students to show proof of
vaccination quashed at their
meeting

“Parents who choose not to vaccinate will
have limited options as what to do with their
kids. No need to make it illegal not to
vaccinate, just make it very difficult to
function in society without it.

“Mandatory vaccinations would have a lot of
problems, including infringing on human
rights but also causing problems for how to
deal with allergic reactions, people who can't
receive vaccinations and other issues.

“This is a tricky subject. On the one hand you
want people to have the right to make their
own decisions, but on the other, people
have to be held accountable for their actions.
Not having mandatory vaccinations is no
different than allowing people to drink and
drive. You're placing a loaded gun out in the
community that has the capability of harming
not only the children who are not vaccinated,
but those who are too young to be
vaccinated as well.

Would you say it's more or less tricky than
allowing my kid to bring a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich to school?

Perhaps the outright refusal of vaccinations
with no medical reasoning should place you
outside publicly funded healthcare.



Oh say, US phenomenon
! Measles hysteria sparked

orchestrated challenge to
exemptions in 31 US states

! Health Choice, US



! 31 US states have over 100 bills pending on restrictions to or
removal of vaccination exemptions introduced since Jan.

! This flurry of bills sparked by measles event at Disneyland that has
since subsided; as it has in Canada (last year about 400 cases of
measles across the country)



Healthy People 2020
! Dr. S. Tenpenny suggests the ‘attack’ on

exemptions was planned
! Bills recently defeated in Oklahoma, Oregon
! http://drtenpenny.com/2015/03/09/healthy-

people-2020-and-the-decade-of-vaccines/
! Trust for America’s Health brought private and

government resources together to address
national health issues (Robert Wood Johnson
Fdn, J&J)

! Began in 1980, together they set measurable
health goals for each decade: reduction in
smoking, obesity, vaccination and pandemic
preparedness

! Meet twice yearly on Healthy People objectives
(Healthy People 1990, 2000, 2010, 2020)

! In 2010, they set Healthy People 2020: WHO
declared this the decade of vaccines and the US
public health has a National Vaccine plan for the
21st century which includes getting everyone
vaccinated children and adults by 2015



Healthy People 2020

Minimizing
exemptions



Healthy People 2020
•Multiple vaccines given on
same day is safe, it has
been rigorously studied

•Screening?

•Pediatric schedule has
never been tested for safety

•Risks minimized, dismissed









Impact on Canada?
! How do US initiatives impact Canada? New legislation? Influx of Americans!
! Regular communication US & Canadian officials ‘germs have no borders’
! Tracking of infectious disease threats globally: mandating vaccines for children and

adults in light of laws around terrorism, pandemic threats
! No conspiracy theories please
! Challenges to vaccination exemption here given US events?



Charter
• Charter of Rights & Freedoms used:

• Limiting police powers, 2012
struck down law allowing police tap
without warrant

•Women’s reproductive rights,
recognized reality of women’s lives
1988

•Recognition of LGBT community
1998 Civil Marriage Act

•Strengthening aboriginal rights
and land claims 1990

•Vigilance required

•Nothing has actually happened!



Thank you & discussion!


