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ñWhen the tide is receding from the beach 

it is easy to have the illusion that one can 

empty the ocean by removing                                 

water with a pail.ò 

Rene Dubos

in Mirage of Health



VACCINATION ôS
POSSIBLE ANCIENT ORIGINS

A few sources maintain the view 

that inoculation or variolation as 

a disease preventative originated 

in the sorcery of early Egyptian 

priest-physicians.

Ancient Egyptian magical potions 

& cures included: donkey dung; 

fish eyes;  Nile river mud; camelôs 

hair; & fly wings.

H. Bruno & B. Ziskind; Medicine in the Days of the 

Pharaohs; Cambridge, Mass. USA; Harvard University 

Press, 2005. & http://www.reformation.org/vaccine.html.

http://www.greensparrow.se/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/egyptian.jpg


FROM SOUTH ASIA TO

CHINA & E UROPE

Before 200 BC the practice was 
carried along trade routes north & 
east to India (alongside sacred cow 
worship) & much later to China.

Exploration records from the 1500s 
show that the Brahmins of India 
were variolating dried pus from 
smallpox postulesto induce 
ñimmunityò as a regular practice. 

Co-founder of the Jesuit Order, 
Francis Xavier (1506-1552) spent 10 
yrs in India where it is claimed that 
he picked up this practice from 
Brahmin priests & later introduced 
it to limited areas of south Europe. 
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http://americanhistory.si.edu/polio/virusvaccine/history

.htm.  S. Plotkin et al.; Vaccines; Elsevier, 2008. 

www.reformation.org/vaccine.html. 



DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UK

1. http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/montagu-smallpox.html ; 

2. Act of 4 & 5 Victoria, C. 29, s. 8; July 23, 1840; English 

Statues, Vol. XV.; p. 353. 

4Lady Montague wife of the British Ambassador   

to the Ottoman Empire upon returning to 

England, in 1722, widely promoted the practice         

of variolation (inoculation) for smallpox after 

having observed this practice among the Turks.
4

4Victims of variolation could be found at all levels 

of British society; King George III lost a son to          

the procedure, as did many others. 1  

4 In 1840 - although variolation was endorsed by the 

Royal College of Physicians ïit was condemned by 

an Act of Parliament as a criminal offense.



First ñvaccinationò - 1776 Ben Jesty

used a stocking needle to  transfer 

cowpox lesion pus to his wifeôs arm, 

inserting it into her skin & then 

repeated this procedure on his two 

boys. 

In Jennerôs first experiment, May 14,  

1796 - he transferred cowpox pus from 

the hand of Sarah Nelmesto the arm 

of James Phipps.

P. Pead; Benjamin Jesty: new light in the dawn of vaccination; Lancet 2003; 362: 

2104ï09. http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/smallpox/sp_variolation.html

VACCINATION 'S DEBUT



19TH CENTURY SMALLPOX

VACCINATION EFFICACY

Å1871 Bavaria ïout of 30,742 cases 29,429                     
were in vaccinated persons (95.7 percent)

Å1871 Prussia ïhighest re-vaccinated country                                  
in Europe - highest death rate from smallpox                     
of any northern European country(69,839)

ÅGerman army - all recruits re-vaccinated                                
- death-rate from smallpox was 60 percent higher than 
among the civil population of the same age, for whom  
re-vaccination is not mandatory 

ÅVarious European epidemics - Cologne in 1870 the first 
unvaccinated person attacked by smallpox was                   
the 174th in order of time, at Bonn the same                        
year the 42d,  & at Liegnitz in 1871 the 225th

Charles Creighton;Vaccination; Ninth Edition of the                                                             

Encyclopedia Britannica; UK; 1888; pp. 29 & 30.



ñSince the passing of the [UK compulsory 

vaccination] Act of 1853 we have had no 

less than three distinct epidemics. In 1857-

9 we had more than 14,000 deaths from 

smallpox; in the 1863-5 epidemic the 

deaths had increased to 20,000; and in 

1871-2 é 44,800.ò

Walter R. Hadwen M.D. (1896)

Stricter enforcement led to the highest  

vaccination rate ever achieved in England 

in 1871 - 97.5%.  This  rate coincided with 

Englandôs worst smallpox epidemic.

VACCINE SUCCESSIN THE UK?

Walter Hadwen; The Case Against Vaccination; 

Public Address ïGloucester, UK; January 25th, 1896.

Dr. Hadwendelivered 

Gloucester from a 

smallpox epidemic in a 

shorter time than any 

other British city, by 

ruling out all vaccination 

& introducing strict 

measures of hygiene & 

isolation of the infected. 


